
128

26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–01 Edition)§ 1.1033(h)–1

§ 1.1033(h)–1 Effective date.
Except as provided otherwise in

§ 1.1033(e)–1 and § 1.1033(g)–1, the provi-
sions of section 1033 and the regula-
tions thereunder are effective for tax-
able years beginning after December 31,
1953, and ending after August 16, 1954.

(Secs. 1033 (90 Stat. 1920, 26 U.S.C. 1033), and
7805 (68A Stat. 917, 26 U.S.C. 7805))

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11910, Nov. 26, 1960; 25 FR
14021, Dec. 31, 1960. Redesignated and amend-
ed by T.D. 7625, 44 FR 31013, May 30, 1979.
Further redesignated and amended by T.D.
7758, 46 FR 6925, Jan. 22, 1981]

§ 1.1034–1 Sale or exchange of resi-
dence.

(a) Nonrecognition of gain; general
statement. Section 1034 provides rules
for the nonrecognition of gain in cer-
tain cases where a taxpayer sells one
residence after December 31, 1953, and
buys or builds, and uses as his principal
residence, another residence within
specified time limits before or after
such sale. In general, if the taxpayer
invests in a new residence an amount
at least as large as the adjusted sales
price of his old residence, no gain is
recognized on the sale of the old resi-
dence (see paragraph (b) of this section
for definitions of adjusted sales price,
new residence, and old residence). On the
other hand, if the new residence costs
the taxpayer less than the adjusted
sales price of the old residence, gain is
recognized to the extent of the dif-
ference. Thus, if an amount equal to or
greater than the adjusted sales price of
an old residence is invested in a new
residence, according to the rules stated
in section 1034, none of the gain (if any)
realized from the sale shall be recog-
nized. If an amount less than such ad-
justed sales price is so invested, gain
shall be recognized, but only to the ex-
tent provided in section 1034. If there is
no investment in a new residence, sec-
tion 1034 is inapplicable and all of the
gain shall be recognized. Whenever, as
a result of the application of section
1034, any or all of the gain realized on
the sale of an old residence is not rec-
ognized, a corresponding reduction
must be made in the basis of the new
residence. The provisions of section
1034 are mandatory, so that the tax-
payer cannot elect to have gain recog-
nized under circumstances where this

section is applicable. Section 1034 ap-
plies only to gains; losses are recog-
nized or not recognized without regard
to the provisions of this section. Sec-
tion 1034 affects only the amount of
gain recognized, and not the amount of
gain realized (see also section 1001 and
the regulations issued thereunder).
Any gain realized upon disposition of
other property in exchange for the new
residence is not affected by section
1034. For special rules relating to the
sale or exchange of a principal resi-
dence by a taxpayer who has attained
age 65, see section 121 and paragraph
(g) of § 1.121–5. For special rules relat-
ing to a case where real property with
respect to the sale of which gain is not
recognized under this section is reac-
quired by the seller in partial or full
satisfaction of the indebtedness arising
from such sale and resold by him with-
in 1 year after the date of such reacqui-
sition, see § 1.1038–2.

(b) Definitions. The following defini-
tions of frequently used terms are ap-
plicable for purposes of section 1034
(other definitions and detailed expla-
nations appear in subsequent para-
graphs of this regulation):

(1) Old residence means property used
by the taxpayer as his principal resi-
dence which is the subject of a sale by
him after December 31, 1953 (section
1034(a); for detailed explanation see
paragraph (c)(3) of this section).

(2) New residence means property used
by the taxpayer as his principal resi-
dence which is the subject of a pur-
chase by him (section 1034(a); for de-
tailed explanation and limitations see
paragraphs (c)(3) and (d)(1) of this sec-
tion).

(3) Adjusted sales price means the
amount realized reduced by the fixing-
up expenses (section 1034(b)(1); for spe-
cial rule applicable in some cases to
husband and wife, see paragraph (f) of
this section).

(4) Amount realized is to be computed
by subtracting,

(i) The amount of the items which, in
determining the gain from the sale of
the old residence, are properly an offset
against the consideration received
upon the sale (such as commissions and
expenses of advertising the property
for sale, of preparing the deed, and of
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